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Eaglais Shoiscéalach 
na hInse 

Verse of the 

Month 

The shepherds 
returned,   

glorifying and 
praising God 

for all the 
things they had 
heard and seen, 
which were just 

as they had 
been told. 

Luke 2:20 

(NIV) 

Carrie Duffy writes: 
I don’t know if you receive “memories” on your phone from 
your social media or Google photos account, but a few weeks 
ago we were notified that “2 years ago today you met Hannah.” 
Prior to that day we did not know anything about her, we were-
n’t aware of her existence. But now 2 years later our son has 
moved to America to be with her and she is now our daughter-
in-law. 
 
It got me thinking about all that God was doing prior to that 
date 2 years ago that we didn’t even realise. Much as “our” story 
as a family hadn’t included Hannah, God’s story for her being in 
our family had! He was working behind the scene before the 
story even started for us. God was busy putting things into 
place, both in their lives and circumstances to have them in the 
right place at the right time to meet, despite one living in Limer-
ick and one in California. We are usually totally unaware of  
areas that God is working on, until something happens to make 
us aware. We think that’s “the start” but God 
was working on it long beforehand. 
 
On that eventful night mentioned in Luke 2:8 
the shepherds had no idea what was about to 
unfold as they began minding their sheep that 
evening. Before the angel appeared they were 
unaware that something amazing was about to happen and their 
lives would be changed forever. They would never be the same 
again (v20). But before v9 God had been putting things into 
motion. He had been working out His plan for the previous 
year? 2 years? No, since the creation of time (1 Peter 1:20). 
 
We should never presume God isn’t doing anything in our life 
story just because we cannot see anything. Remember God is 
always at work! 

God is Always at Work! 



Praise the Lord for 
Ώ God sending His beloved 

Son the Lord Jesus 
Ώ The peace that God alone 

gives 

This month, please pray for 
Ώ The inspirational calendars 

that have been given out 
Ώ God’s comfort and strength 

on the O’Connell family 

Ώ God’s blessing on His people 
over the Christmas holidays 

Ώ For all those who have lost 
loved ones this past year 

Please continue to pray for 

Ώ Coffee on the streets  

Ώ God’s hand on the elders 

Ώ The Romanian family that the 
church support (see notice 
board in tea room) 

Prayer Requests 
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People News 

North Clare Community 
Church celebrated their 10th 
anniversary on Sunday 10th 
November. It was 
encouraging to 
hear of the work 
God has done 
over the past 10 
years and contin-
ues to do.  
 
Inspiration calendars:    
nearly 1,000 calen-
dars have been given 
into homes around 
Ennis. Please pray 
that God will use 
the scripture verse 
each month to speak to peo-
ple’s hearts. 
 
A New Cross has been in-
stalled in our sanctuary. It was 

designed and con-
structed by Sarah 
O’Callaghan. It 
was hung by Louis 
(assisted by Barry 
and Shane!). The 
cross is a symbol 
of God’s great love for us and 
a reminder of Christ’s victory 
over sin. It calls to mind the 
message of the Gospel of 
Christ crucified. 
 
Christmas Schedule: 
Sunday15th December: 
Fellowship Lunch   
Sunday 22nd December: 
VIA Christmas Party 
Christmas Eve: No Study  
Christmas Day: Carols 
from 10.30-11.30am.  
New Year’s Eve prayer 
from 11am-12 mid night. O Holy Night 

 
In 1847 while on a 
journey to Paris in 

a stage coach, 
Placide Cappeau, a 
French poet, read 
through the birth 
of Christ in the 

gospel of Luke and 
found himself writ-
ing the words of 
“O Holy Night.”  

Deepest        
sympathy         

to Tom and Phil 
on the loss of their 

daughter-in-law, 
Linda, on Sunday 
24th November. 
We pray for the 

Lord to bring    
His strength and    
comfort 
to all the 

O’Connell 
family.  
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 The long awaited promise had come. The 
Messiah Jesus was born. God the Word 
became flesh. Born in a stable that was 
used for housing animals. That night was a 
special night as the Light had come. God 
humbled Himself by coming as a helpless 
little baby dependant on His mother.  
 
The glorious event was announced to 
shepherds living out in the fields. Shep-
herds were used to the night sounds and 
all kinds of weather. They were tough 
men and not easily frightened by the 
sounds and sights of living out in the fields. 
But this night was like no other. Nothing 
prepared them for the sight of angels and 
seeing the glory of the Lord shinning all 
around. They were terrified!  
 
Heaven came to share the good news 
with men, living in the fields, tending to 
sheep. Shepherds who themselves were 
lost sheep. Shepherds who needed a 

Luke 2:8-20 Shepherds Meet Jesus 

Good Shepherd. To these men came the 
news of a Saviour born for them. 
 
After the heavenly host departed the 
shepherds hurried to see for themselves 
their Saviour born in a stable. They came 
by heavenly invitation, men with the smell 
of the field and the smell of sheep on 
their hands and clothes. They came just 
as they were to see the Holy One of 
God, Messiah, the glorious One. Return-
ing to the fields, they were filled with 
praise to God and told others what they 
had seen and heard.  
 
You too have a heavenly invitation, from 
Messiah Himself, to come just as you are, 
soiled souls and all. Welcomed by the 
Holy One of God. Joy to the world! 
 
“Do not be afraid, for behold I bring 
you good tidings of great joy which 
will be to all people.” Luke 2:10  

Tell Us About it! 
If you’ve got some news make sure you tell us 
about it! Call Margaret on 086 320 6858 or 
email EEC Postmaster. 
 
Mailing Address: 
Unit 6, Block E,  
Quin Road Business Park,     
Ennis, Co Clare.  
Republic of Ireland 
 
Phone: 086 872 1641 
 
Email & Web 
postmaster@ennisevangelicalchurch.org 
www.ennisevangelicalchurch.org 

ENNIS EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
 Know Jesus-Make Him Known 
 
This  church is a New Testament community 
of faith. Our teaching and practices are  based 
on the Bible. We seek to serve our local com-
munity, reaching out with the love, hope and 
salvation found through faith in Jesus only. 
 
Pastoral Team 
Barry Pavitt  
086 386 1411 
 
Mossy Angland  
065 684 7099 


